
WEATHER, p. 2

SECTIONS

Volume 134, Number 55	 � Tuesday, November 18, 2014

MIT’s Oldest and 
Largest Newspaper

tech.mit.edu

Established 1881

Established 1881

Established 1881

Established 1881

Established 1881

World & Nation������2
Opinion������������������4 
Fun Pages��������������5
Campus Life ����������7
Arts����������������������10
Sports������������������16

TUE: 37°f | 22°f
Mostly Sunny

WED: 35°f | 29°f
Sunny

THU: 43°f | 27°f
Partly Cloudy

legally blonde
MTG presents a musical adaptation. 
photo, p. 9

KATwalk
Highlights from sorority’s annual fashion 
show. photo, p. 8

thesis topics
Can you find a  
meaningful one?  
fun, p. 5

Elena ruehr’s  
new opera
Professor’s opera premiere 
to be performed by  
Roomful of Teeth. 
arts, p. 10

MIT wins at 
dance tourney
Rookies do particularly 
well in competition. 
sports, p. 15

In Short
Drop date is Wednesday, Nov. 19. Students 
wishing to drop subjects they have registered 
for, and students wishing to add a for-credit 
UROP, must do so by this date.  

The next Red Cross Blood drive at MIT will 
take place Monday, Nov. 24 and Tuesday, Nov. 
25 in La Sala de Puerto Rico (W20-202).

MIT Intramural Sports registration for IAP 
is open and will run through Sunday, Nov. 30; 
individuals and teams should visit IMLeagues.
com to sign up or contact alysonb@mit.edu for 
more information.  

Send news information and tips to news@
tech.mit.edu.

Alexander C. Bost—The Tech

Two signs hang on the railings of the second and third floor balconies in Lobby 7 
on Monday in reference to the Ferguson, Missouri shooting of Michael Brown on 
Aug. 9. A grand jury decision on whether or not to charge police officer Darren Wilson 
over the shooting is expected this month.

Obituary

Guichard-
Ashbrook 
remembered
Associate dean made 
home away from home

By Bryan Marquard
The Boston Globe

Work and marriage brought Danielle 
Guichard-Ashbrook to India, Japan, and 
Hong Kong, where she studied, taught, 
and assisted refugees. That was ample 
preparation to direct MIT’s International 
Students Office, but her emotional re-
sume was just as pronounced. To sense 
the struggle of adapting to a distant new 
home, she needed only to look inside her 
heart.

Her mother was from the small Ger-
man town of Niederlahnstein, and her 
father, a Parisian, was part of the French 
occupation forces after World War II. They 
moved to the United States when Ms. 
Guichard-Ashbrook was 2, settling in the 
Bloomington-Normal area of Illinois.

“She was of this country, but also not, 
because their home was deeply European 
and it gave her an insider-outsider per-
spective on life,” said her husband, Tom 
Ashbrook, whose family settled in that 
part of Illinois in 1818. “She understood in-
timately what it was to live in this country, 
but not be entirely of it.”

At the Massachusetts Institute of Tech-
nology, Ms. Guichard-Ashbrook “touched 
the lives of thousands of students. Every-
body is heartbroken,” said Maria Brennan, 
assistant director of the International Stu-
dents Office. “She had a particular love for 
international students, and she was well 
aware of the difficulties of adjusting to a 
new culture.”

As associate dean for international 
students, Ms. Guichard-Ashbrook worked 
until about six weeks before she died of 
breast cancer on Nov. 7 in her Newton 
home. She was 60 and “bore her illness 
with great dignity,” Brennan said.

Diagnosed several years ago, Ms. 
Guichard-Ashbrook was private about an 
illness that “she hated so much,” said her 
daughter, Lauren, who returned home 
from Yale University soon after fall classes 
began, to be with her mother. “Her hatred 
had nothing to do with fear of death. It was 
singularly because she loved life so much. 
And that to me was really inspiring. She 
just loved the life she was living and didn’t 

Parents policy reignites security talk
Moms and dads got into dorms too easily, some students contend

M. Scott Brauer

Jonathan H. Gruber ’87

Obama and 
Dems snub 
econ prof.
Firestorm envelops 
Obamacare advisor

By Sanjana Srivastava
Staff Reporter

MIT economics professor Jonathan 
H. Gruber ’87, often referred to as a key 
Obamacare “architect,” has come under 
fire recently for videos from 2012 and 2013 
in which he calls American voters “stupid” 
and attributes the passage of the Afford-
able Care Act in part to “basic exploitation 
of the lack of economic understanding of 
the American voter,” according to press re-
ports from this past weekend.

Gruber was paid almost $400,000 by 
the Obama administration for his work 
on the ACA. Sen. John Barrasso, R-Wyo., 
said that “he ought to just give the money 
back.”

Gruber said on MSNBC last week that 
he regretted his “off the cuff” remarks. 
Lecture transcripts on OpenCourseWare 
show that he seems to call things “stupid” 
frequently.

Republicans have used his videos to 
argue that the Obama administration was 
not sufficiently transparent about the ACA 
before it passed. President Obama dis-
missed the criticisms on Sunday.

“I just heard about this,” Obama said 
at a press conference. “The fact that some 
adviser who never worked on our staff 
expressed an opinion that I completely 
disagree with, in terms of the voters, is no 
reflection on the actual process that was 
run.”

Democrats have been distancing 
themselves from Gruber, with House Mi-
nority Leader Nancy Pelosi claiming that 
she didn’t know who he was despite citing 
him in 2009.

Prominent Democrats have disputed 
his claims that the ACA passed because 
voters were in the dark about the taxes 
associated with insuring more people. 
Former Obama campaign advisor David 
Axelrod took to Twitter to assert that the 
ACA was clear and that Gruber was the 
one being “stupid,” and White House press 
secretary Josh Earnest said that every step 
of the ACA “has been extraordinarily 
transparent.”

Fox News’s Sean Hannity sent a cam-
era crew to Building E25 on Monday to 
confront an umbrella-toting Gruber.

“Professor, do you really think the 
American voters are stupid?” a crew mem-
ber asks. “What about the Obamacare? Is 
that just a hoax on the American people?” 
Hannity’s footage then shows Gruber 
walking away without responding.

By Patricia Z. Dominguez and 
Alexandra Delmore
Associate News Editors

Dormitory security proce-
dures during Parents Weekend 
have rekindled undergraduate 
resentment toward new security 
policies implemented at the be-
ginning of the semester.

In a letter sent in October to 

undergraduate residence halls, 
Dan Roderick, the director of 
housing operations, stated that 
Residential Life & Dining collabo-
rated with the Parents Association 
and security staff members to de-
velop a policy aimed at facilitating 
families’ access to dorms.

“Starting at 8:00 am on Friday, 
October 24, 2014 and ending at 
11:00 pm on Sunday, October 26, 

2014, all families who have Parents 
Weekend name badges only need 
to present their name badge and a 
government-issued ID to the desk 
attendant for verification when 
entering any undergraduate resi-
dence hall. They will not need to 
be signed in,” said Roderick in the 
letter.

For MIT students and affiliates, 
normal security policies applied 

over Parents Weekend: those on a 
resident’s guest list were required 
to tap their IDs to enter dorms; 
others had to be personally es-
corted past security by a resident.

Many students criticized the 
more lenient protocol for parents 
during Parents Weekend.

In an email thread sent out 

Guichard-Ashbrook, Page 12

Dorm security, Page 13
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Extended Forecast
Today: Mostly sunny, with a high of 37°F (3°C). West wind at 

15-20 mph, with gusts as high as 35 mph.
Tonight: Cold and clear, with a low of 22°F (-6°C). West wind 

at 15-20 mph, with gusts as high as 30 mph.
Tomorrow: Sunny, with a high of around 35°F (2°C). West 

wind at 10-15 mph.
Thursday: Partly cloudy, with a high in the low to mid 40s°F 

(6°C).
Friday: Mostly sunny, with a high in the upper 30s°F (3°C).

By Casey Hilgenbrink
STAFF METEorologist

The sun stayed hidden all 
day yesterday as Cambridge 
was soaked by nearly continu-
ous rain associated with a low 
pressure system tracking up the 
coast. As of 5:00 p.m. yesterday, 
Boston Logan Airport had al-
ready received 0.82 inches of 
rain, with even more rain occur-
ring throughout the overnight 
hours as the low pressure moved 
out of Southern New England.

Today, we have traded the 
rain for relatively cold and 
breezy weather. West winds at 
15-20 mph (with gusts as high 
as 35 mph) will make for a cool 

high temperature of about 37°F 
(3°C), or 7°F (4°C) below aver-
age. Expect much of the same 
for tomorrow: clear skies, gusty 
winds, and temperatures top-
ping out in the mid 30s°F (2°C). 
There is a small chance of flur-
ries Wednesday night associated 
with the next approaching cold 
front. Otherwise, the end of the 
week should be dry with temper-
atures in the upper 30s°F (3°C) to 
low 40s°F (6°C).

For those of us who are al-
ready tired of cold weather, good 
news! The National Weather Ser-
vice’s Climate Prediction Cen-
ter has issued a 70% chance of 
above-average temperatures for 
Cambridge early next week.

Weather

Chilly weather after a 
soggy start to the week 40°N
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Situation for Noon Eastern Time, Tuesday, November 18, 2014

Consider investment objectives, risks, charges and expenses carefully before investing. 
Go to tiaa-cref.org for product and fund prospectuses that contain this and other 
information. Read carefully before investing. 1TIAA-CREF funds are subject to market 
and other risk factors. Past performance does not guarantee future results. 
2The Lipper Award is given to the group with the lowest average decile ranking of three years’ Consistent Return for eligible funds over the 
three-year period ended 11/30/12 and 11/30/13, respectively. TIAA-CREF was ranked against 36 fund companies in 2012 and 48 fund 
companies in 2013 with at least fi ve equity, fi ve bond, or three mixed-asset portfolios. TIAA-CREF Individual & Institutional Services, LLC, 
and Teachers Personal Investors Services Inc. C18456B ©2014 Teachers Insurance and Annuity Association of America – College 
Retirement Equities Fund (TIAA-CREF), 730 Third Avenue, New York, NY, 10017.

The Lipper Awards are based on a review 
of 36 companies’ 2012 and 48 companies’ 

2013 risk-adjusted performance.

BEST OVERALL LARGE FUND COMPANY2

WE TAKE THE

OUT OF INVESTING. 
THRILL
At TIAA-CREF, we believe the less excitement you fi nd in your 
portfolio the better. When we invest, we do it for the long 
term, steadily.1  Our approach works so well it earned us the 
Best Overall Large Fund Company award two years in a row 
by the independent research fi rm Lipper.2

Learn more in one click at TIAA.org 
or call 855 200-7243.

5021A0002 C18456B THRILL 10x10 NWS Various_1.indd
Cyan Magenta Yellow Black
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OPINION POLICY
Editorials are the official opinion of The Tech. They are 

written by the Editorial Board, which consists of Chairman 
Annia Pan, Editor in Chief Austin Hess, Managing Editor Judy 
Hsiang, and Opinion Editor Jacob London.

Dissents are the signed opinions of editorial board 
members choosing to publish their disagreement with the 
editorial.

Letters to the editor, columns, and editorial cartoons are 
written by individuals and represent the opinion of the author, 
not necessarily that of the newspaper. Electronic submissions 
are encouraged and should be sent to letters@tech.mit.edu. 
Hard copy submissions should be addressed to The Tech, 
P.O. Box 397029, Cambridge, Mass. 02139-7029, or sent by 
interdepartmental mail to Room W20-483. All submissions 
are due by 4:30 p.m. two days before the date of publication.

Letters, columns, and cartoons must bear the authors’ 
signatures, addresses, and phone numbers. Unsigned letters 
will not be accepted. The Tech reserves the right to edit or 
condense letters; shorter letters will be given higher priority. 

Once submitted, all letters become property of The Tech, and 
will not be returned. Letters, columns, and cartoons may also 
be posted on The Tech’s Web site and/or printed or published 
in any other format or medium now known or later that 
becomes known. The Tech makes no commitment to publish 
all the letters received.

Guest columns are opinion articles submitted by members 
of the MIT or local community.

TO REACH US
The Tech’s telephone number is (617) 253-1541. Email is the 

easiest way to reach any member of our staff. If you are unsure 
whom to contact, send mail to general@tech.mit.edu, and it 
will be directed to the appropriate person. You can reach the 
editor in chief by emailing eic@tech.mit.edu. Please send press 
releases, requests for coverage, and information about errors 
that call for correction to news@tech.mit.edu. Letters to the 
editor should be sent to letters@tech.mit.edu. The Tech can be 
found on the World Wide Web at http://tech.mit.edu.

An article about the Newbury Street Shutdown march in the Friday, Nov. 14 issue of The 
Tech incorrectly left the date of the event unspecified. It occurred Oct. 25.Corrections
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Somewhere on the Search for Meaning... by Letitia Li

by Jorge Cham

Saturday Stumper by Frank Longo
Solution, page 13

ACROSS
1 Poet pal of Manet
11 Small, thin child
15 First Canadian woman with 

a #1 solo U.S. song
16 Mariachi subject
17 100+, most certainly
18 Nearly impossible
19 “The Ultimate Beauty Tool”
20 First name of a Rock Hall 

of Fame “key inductee”
21 Is parasitic
23 Williams-Sonoma’s HQ
25 Bed attachments
26 Knock off or over
27 Moves energetically
28 Macaroni
29 51 Across et al.
33 Where Fermi went to 

college
34 Angelic narrator of Haydn’s 

Creation
35 Support for Atlético Madrid
36 With 37 Across, 

introduction to marketing
37 See 36 Across

38 Scary movies, often
40 Clear out
41 What shortcuts sidestep
42 Something found in a Ben-

Hur bank
43 Google News category
45 Hematology adjective
49 Hang together
50 Weekly initiator
51 Newfoundland first seen in 

a 1904 play
52 Salutes with rhythm
53 Leonardo on the newest 

Teenage Mutant Ninja 
Turtles

56 Storm warning of a sort
57 Piquant cookie ingredient
58 One way to say this
59 Takeoff points

DOWN
1 “Olde Tyme” drink brand
2 Shark singing “Tonight 

Quintet”
3 Free, in a way
4 How some Oreos are eaten

5 “Yesterday’s Feelings” rock 
genre

6 Rock music?
7 Region bordering the Avon
8 They’re usually tapped after 

work
9 Shot shirt, maybe
10 Contoured camera 

components
11 Minor charges
12 Compression candidate
13 Court crybaby
14 Trade-show issuance
22 One in a pack
24 Get going
25 Crash scene?
27 Confute
29 Comprehensive
30 Trios starting numbers
31 Its mascot is the fireball 

Burnie
32 Crib or cook
33 Talk down to
36 Asian territory in Risk
38 “I try” elicitor
39 Large liners

41 Égée or Noire
44 Next automaker to go 

public after Ford
45 Weaving material
46 Blinding things
47 Unease

48 Goes on and on
50 __ Bell (Kremlin attraction)
54 With 55 Down and 

“Canaan,” Exodus lead 
role

55 See 54 Down
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Instructions: Fill in the grid so that each column, row, and 3 by 3 grid contains 
exactly one of each of the digits 1 through 9.

Instructions: Fill in the grid so that each column and row contains exactly one of 
each of the numbers 1–6. Follow the mathematical operations for each box.

Sudoku
Solution, page 13

9 1 4
8 7 4 9 6

2 8
5 4 7

7 5 6 9
9 7 5

8 2
5 7 3 2 8

1 4 3

Techdoku
Solution, page 13

12× 60× 2÷

30× 6× 12+

6 6× 12×

1− 5× 2

12× 12× 6

1 120×

[3538] 

page @@

Out Like a Light by Billie Truitt
Solution, page 13

ACROSS
1 Storage level of a house
6 At a distance
10 Wine region in Italy
14 First Lady before Michelle
15 __ in the woods (innocent one)
16 What a prune once was
17 One playing a part
18 Feels poorly
19 Undiluted
20 Out like a light
23 Exec’s deg., often
24 Before, in poems
25 Portuguese capital
27 Ten-year span
31 Cross out
33 Tax shelters, for short
34 Infamous Roman emperor
36 More achy
39 Winery tubs
40 Modify, as legislation
42 Bread with a pocket
43 Fancy scarf
45 “This __ sudden!”
46 Biting fly
47 Raises, as a sail
49 Yahoo! rival
51 Spring toy
53 Med. care group
54 Triumphed
55 Out like a light
62 Heart charts: Abbr.
64 Wedding-cake layer
65 Spot for a barbecue
66 Befuddle
67 Typical Iraqi
68 In the company of
69 Otherwise
70 Baby boomers’ kids
71 Fogs

DOWN
1 “That’s a shame”
2 Fried-and-filled tortilla
3 Ballerina’s skirt
4 Barbell metal
5 Checked the ID of
6 Make humble
7 Come up short
8 Up to the job
9 Offer used goods
10 Tablet-computer download
11 Out like a light
12 Engine booster
13 “In other words . . .”
21 Sports stadium
22 Fruit-filled desserts
26 Slow, as rush-hour traffic
27 Prima donna
28 Historical periods
29 Out like a light
30 Part of ASAP
31 Gown, for example
32 Countless ages
35 Radiate, as light
37 List-ending abbr.
38 Evaluate
41 Religious doctrine
44 Polynesian carving
48 Sentence structure
50 Tuba sound
51 Stockholm native
52 From around here
53 Parsley and sage
56 Very urgent
57 Bring up, as kids
58 Tibetan priest
59 From __ (completely)
60 Prime-time hour
61 Poodles and pointers
63 Observe
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I N T E R E S T E D  I N
FULL
TUITION &A JOB I N  Y O U R

S T E M  F I E L D

GRADUATE?
YOU

BOOK
A L L OWANC E S ?

P A I D  S U M M E R
INTERNSHIPS?

HEA LTH

INSURANCE?

A P P LY  N O W  AT  S M A R T. A S E E . O R G !

WANTED
PART TIME REPRESENTATIVE 
FOR THE GRADRAT
Evening grad student 
events, occasional weekend 
events (Ashdown Brunch) 
and some week days.  
During semesters only.

Contact:  Peg Mead
Peg.mead@balfour.com

By Megan Prakash
Staff Photographer

I saw a post on reddit.com/r/mit asking when “MITHenge” would 
be this year. I clicked the link in the post and discovered that the align-
ment of the setting sun with the Infinite Corridor has been measured 
and modeled for decades. Turns out, the predicted dates for this win-
ter’s perfect alignment — when the setting sun would be visible from 

the very end of the Infinite, in Building 8 — were November 10-12. 
So, of course, I set a reminder in my calendar and grabbed a camera 
when the first predicted time arrived. 

The sunlight splashed through the windows, as expected, and 
threw some gorgeous oranges and yellows across the marble of Lob-
by 7. I squinted into the light, raised my camera to my face, and felt 
mildly guilty for being THAT person who stops in the middle of the 
Infinite.

Institute Double Take

Aperture: 
ƒ/4.5

Exposure Time: 
1/80 sec.

Sensitivity: 
ISO 1600

Effective Focal Length: 
62 mm

Are you dying to tell someone 
your latest epiphany? 

Write about it! 

Join Campus Life @ The Tech!

E-mail join@tech.mit.edu
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MIT students take to the runway 
on Friday, Nov. 14 in Walker for 
the annual KATwalk, a benefit 
fashion show organized by the 
sisters of Kappa Alpha Theta, 
featuring outfits from boutiques 
and stores on Newbury Street, 
the Prudential, and Harvard 
Square.

1.	 Wei-En Lee ’16, Daniel R. Chen 
’17, and Charles A. Bachmeier ’18 
model sportswear from Janil.

2.	 Laura E. Kelley ’16 models clothing 
from the Habit line.

3.	 Ayomide M. Fatunde ’18 showcas-
es an outfit from the Trashion line.

4.	 Scout F. Brisson ’17 blows a kiss to 
the audience.

5.	 Jaaron B. Botello ’15 performs with 
the Logarhythms.

6.	 Arthur J. Delarue ’16, Abraham S. 
Gertler ’18, Emanuele Ceccarelli ’17, 
and Leopoldo Calderas ’17 pose 
while modeling outfits from the 
Ministry of Supply.

1

3 4

2

5 6
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Legally Blonde
Photography by Landon Carter

MIT Musical Theatre Guild presents

MIT students rehearse for 
Musical Theatre Guild’s rendition 
of Legally Blonde, which will be 
showing in La Sala De Puerto 
Rico Nov. 14–15 & 20–22 at 8 
p.m. and Nov. 16 at 2 p.m.

1.	 Elle Woods’ Greek Chorus 
performs in Act One of MTG’s 
Legally Blonde.

2.	 Noelle A. Colant ’17 performs 
“Whipped Into Shape” as fitness 
queen Brooke Wyndham at the 
start of Act Two of MTG’s Legally 
Blonde.

3.	 Mackenzie E. Devoe ’15 performs 
as Elle Woods, star of MTG’s 
Legally Blonde.

4.	 The students celebrate their 
graduation from Harvard Law 
School in the finale of MTG’s 
Legally Blonde.

5.	 Chamille J. Lescott ’16 and Miles 
C. Kelsey ’15 perform an Irish 
Dance as Paulette Bonafonte and 
Kyle in MTG’s Legally Blonde.

4 5

3

1 2
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By Denis Bozic
ARTS EDITOR

Elena Ruehr, who has been a lecturer at 
MIT in the Department of Music and The-
ater Arts since 1992, is premiering three new 
works this fall. Two of those, “Eve” and “It’s 
About Time,” had their openings in Boston 
and San Francisco this month, while the 
third one, an opera titled “Cassandra in 
the Temples,” will have its opening night in 
Kresge Auditorium at MIT this Friday.

Ruehr’s work is known for its complex 
structure, organic music, and diverse col-
laborations that give her compositions a 
fresh, dynamic flavor. For the upcoming op-
era that will premiere at MIT, Ruehr is work-
ing with librettist Gretchen Henderson and 
Grammy Award-winning vocal octet Room-
ful of Teeth. The Tech talked to Ruehr about 
this exciting collaboration, inspirations that 
led her to the creation of this piece, and her 
artistic beginnings.

“I have many important musical influ-
ences,” said Ruehr. “My first love as a child 
was ballet, and I learned a great deal of bal-
let music. I also played the piano, taking 
lessons from my mother who had a back-
ground in folk music. She taught me how 
to write down the music I improvised from 
a very early age, and also taught me many 
folk songs. I listened to jazz that my dad 
played, rock music that my brothers liked, 
and I studied jazz in high school, with Ed-
die Russ, as well as composition and piano 
with a fantastic composer named Melvin 
Kangas.”

Ruehr’s father also had an important in-
fluence on her choice of career as his mu-
sical preferences became a part of Ruehr’s 
creative core early in her life. Later on, 
Ruehr got interested in two divergent musi-
cal ideas, twelve-tone music and minimal-
ism, whose characteristics still have an im-
pact on Ruehr’s music.

This year, Ruehr received the Guggen-

heim fellowship, which allowed her to take 
a semester off from teaching and focus on 
premiering her new works. The three pieces 
have been written during the last two years, 
and even though it’s only a coincidence 
that they are all premiering at the same 
time, Ruehr admits that the timing for re-
hearsals and concerts is keeping her busy. 
“It’s About Time” premiered this Sunday in 
San Francisco, and just as Ruehr got home, 
Roomful of Teeth arrived at MIT to pre-
miere “Cassandra in the Temples.”

“The idea for [‘Cassandra in The Tem-
ples’] was a true collaboration with the li-
brettist, Gretchen Henderson,” said Ruehr 
about the upcoming opera. “Gretchen, who 
was an MIT Melon Post doctorate, asked 
me a year and a half ago if I’d like to collabo-
rate with her on a piece with text. I loved her 
work, which is smart, well-informed, and 
extremely innovative, and we started brain-
storming ideas. We decided that we’d like to 
write an a cappella opera, and that Cassan-
dra was an interesting subject because of 

how her story, with its implications of truth 
and lies, hyperbole and distrust, was very 
contemporary. While we were discussing 
this, Roomful of Teeth released a CD of their 
music, and we both fell in love with their 
beautiful and inventive sound. We wrote a 
single section from our imagined opera to-
gether and sent it to Brad Wells, who directs 
Roomful of Teeth, asking him if he would be 
interested in a new opera. He said yes, and a 
year and a half later, here we are!”

Having an innovative vocal ensemble 
like Roomful of Teeth premiere this opera is 
of great importance to Ruehr and Hender-
son. “We selected Roomful of Teeth because 
they are extraordinary,” added Ruehr. “The 
octet will move back and forth between 
their many styles of music, from a kind of 
early music sound, to a more straight, con-
temporary music sound, to more extended 
techniques like throat singing and singing 
influenced by Bulgarian Women’s Choirs.”

When asked about the influence of MIT 
on her work, Ruehr said her students left a 
significant impact on her artistry. “I’m ex-
tremely influenced by my students, in such 
myriad ways that it’s hard to pin down. 
Their curiosity and the questions they ask 
are always making me think about what 
makes music work, what makes it interest-
ing, what makes it beautiful. In addition, I 
teach composing in the style of compos-
ers like Bach, Mozart and Beethoven, and 
studying that music, taking it apart, and 
teaching how to recreate within the gen-
eral style is a complex thing. After decades 
of working with students on projects and 
studying the great masters, I find myself 
more and more interested in incorporating 
a sense of the history of music into my own 
work, while still keeping it contemporary 
and relevant.”

After “Cassandra in the Temples,” Ruehr 
still has a few important events ahead of 
her. In January, her new chamber music 
CD Lift will get released, her second vio-
lin sonata with Irina Muresanu and Sarah 
Bob will have its performance on January 
29, and her orchestra piece “Shimmer” will 
be played on February 21 by the Alabama 
Symphony Orchestra. Ruehr described the 
February concert as “especially close to my 
heart because the conductor, Alan Pierson, 
is my former student and has become a 
good friend.”

“Cassandra in the Temples” premieres 
this Friday in Kresge Auditorium at 8 
p.m. Information about the tickets can be 
found here: http://www.eventbrite.com/e/
roomful-of-teeth-tickets-12838972713.

CAMPUS ARTS

Elena Ruehr’s “Cassandra in the Temples”
Roomful of Teeth will premiere Ruehr’s new work at MIT

Christian Steiner

Elena Ruehr’s opera “Cassandra in the Temples” premieres this Friday in Kresge Auditorium.

Courtesy of roomful of teeth

The Grammy Award-winning vocal octet, Roomful of Teeth, was chosen to premiere Elena Ruehr’s new opera. 

from new_skills import *

def learnMarketableJobSkills():
    return linux, OSX, javascript, applescript, perl, python, PHP

if self.interest == True: 
    print "E-mail join@tech.mit.edu"

----:----F1 joinTechno.py       (Python)--L1--Top-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------

File   Edit   Options   Buffers    Tools   Im-Python   Python   Help
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Fall 2014 Wulff Lecture
Department of Materials Science and Engineering

Tuesday, November 18, 2014
4:00–5:00 pm
Room 10-250
Reception immediately following

Professor Jeffrey C. Grossman
Professor of Materials Science and Engineering
Department of Materials Science and Engineering

Hey, Atoms:
What Have You Done For Me

Lately?
The age of materials design and how it will change the energy world

Understanding, inventing, and engineering
mechanisms and materials for production,
storage, and transport of energy are among
the greatest challenges of the 21st century.
Materials-driven advances are key to
technologies that counter the deleterious
environmental and political impacts of the
world’s long-standing reliance on fossil fuels.
Current renewable energy conversion and
storage technologies are either too expensive
or too inefficient or both. Materials science and
engineering is at the core of the energy
challenge: many key mechanisms that convert
and store energy are dominated by the
intrinsic properties of the active materials
involved. Our imperative is to predict, identify,
and manufacture new materials as
comprehensively and rapidly as possible to
enable game-changing forward leaps rather
than our current path of incremental advances.
This lecture will discuss the impact of
materials design on the energy world.
The Wulff Lecture is an introductory, general
audience, entertaining lecture that aims to
educate, inspire, and encourage MIT
undergraduates to take up study of materials
science and engineering and related fields. The
entire MIT community, particularly freshmen,
is invited to attend. The Wulff Lecture honors
the late Professor John Wulff, a skilled,
provocative, and entertaining teacher who
conceived of a new approach to teaching
general chemistry and inaugurated the popular
freshman subject, 3.091 Introduction to Solid
State Chemistry.

JCG_Wulffposter2014_Tech ad  11/14/14  10:11 AM  Page 1
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FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 21, 2014 AT 8:00 PM  / Kresge Auditorium

WORLD PREMIERES 
PERFORMED BY

ROOMFUL OF TEETH

CASSANDRA IN 
THE TEMPLES

A ONE-ACT OPERA
Composed by Elena Ruehr 

Based on libretto by  
Gretchen E. Henderson

BORDERLANDS: A 
CANTATA FOR 

UKRAINE 
By Christine Southworth 

and Evan Ziporyn

AND WORKS BY 
GREENSTEIN, 

SHAW AND 
WELLS

arts.mit.edu/roomful-of-teeth

MIT SOUNDING
Presented by

MIT Center for Art,  
Science & Technology 

Music and Theater Arts

Funded in part by 
The Council for the Arts at MIT

want it to end.”
Ms. Guichard-Ashbrook 

brought to her life an attention to 
detail that amplified every gesture 
and elevated each moment. It was 
as if she viewed the world through 
a prism that was at once pragmatic 
and poetic.

“She gave me an appreciation 
for how powerful it can be to make 
every minute of your life beautiful,” 
said her son Dylan, who lives in San 
Francisco.

“It’s hard to remind yourself 
that you have the power to do that, 
let alone to do it, and she did it all 
the time,” he said. “When you’re the 
child of someone who believes in 
the power and potential beauty of 
every moment, you can only imag-
ine how she makes you feel about 
your own potential. The older I 
get, the more I appreciate how she 
made me feel.”

For Ms. Guichard-Ashbrook, 
every close relationship “was a gift 
to be indulged. She didn’t hold 
back when she loved something. 
She loved it in the biggest way pos-
sible,” said her other son, Ben of Los 
Angeles.

“She taught me how to love 
life. She taught me how to find the 
beauty in it, in a gentle, tender way. 
She didn’t tell me how, she showed 

me how,” he said. “The love she 
had was so powerful that it’s bigger 
than time, bigger than death. And 
because she gave me that, I feel I 
can still have her present in my life. 
She’s living through me; she’s with 
me. It’s the greatest gift I could ever 
have received.”

Danielle Guichard was the old-
est of four daughters — “they were 
the town beauties,” her husband re-
called. Her father, Robert Guichard, 
was an engineer at General Electric. 
Her mother, the former Barbara 
Lauer, taught elementary school.

In high school she began dating 
Tom Ashbrook, who now hosts the 
WBUR-FM talk show “On Point,” 
and whose extended family has 
farmed land in McLean County for 
seven generations. “I was 16, she 
was 17. We just fell deeply in love 
very, very early on and stayed there 
for 42 years,” he said. “In my love 
with her, I was marvelously lucky.”

In the Guichard home, “the big 
song was always ‘La Vie en Rose, 

which became our song,” he said. 
“As a Midwestern farm boy, I just 
found that deep enveloping sense 
of romance intoxicating.”

He went to Yale, she graduated 
from the University of Illinois at 
Urbana-Champaign, and while still 
undergraduates they left for India, 
where they married the first of three 
times. It was 1975 and their com-
munity looked askance at an un-
married couple living together, so 
they wed. “We were too young for 
our parents to accept it so we didn’t 
mention it back home,” he said.

Two years later, he was a journal-
ist based in Hong Kong and she was 
a program supervisor for the office 
of the United Nations High Com-
missioner for Refugees, assisting 
those fleeing Vietnam. Again neigh-
bors preferred they marry locally, 
so they did once more. In 1979, “we 
were married for the third and final 
time on my family’s farm,” he said. 
“It was many years before our fami-
lies knew that was our third.”

They moved to Boston, where 
Ms. Guichard-Ashbrook graduated 
with a master’s from the Harvard 
Graduate School of Education. Her 
husband wrote for the Globe, which 
sent him to Japan, where she be-
came an academic coordinator for 
an educational company.

Returning to the Boston area, 
their lasting home, he became 

a deputy managing editor at the 
Globe, and later joined WBUR-FM. 
She started at MIT, working her 
way up through jobs in which she 
helped guide and supervise inter-
national students. In 2001, she was 
named director and associate dean 
for international students.

“She cared so deeply about the 
students,” said Steven Lerman, a 
former vice chancellor at MIT who 
is now provost at George Washing-
ton University. “She would just go 
out of her way to find ways of mak-
ing them welcome.”

Directing the International Stu-
dents Office at MIT, Ms. Guichard-
Ashbrook became versed in visa 
law, all the more so since the Sept. 
11, 2001, terrorist attacks. She in-
tervened when potential students 
encountered difficulties, person-
ally welcomed them when they ar-
rived at last, and threw receptions. 
At home and at work, she made 
each holiday and every celebration 
memorable.

“You should see what holidays 
in this house looked like — and 
birthdays and Halloween parties,” 
Dylan said. “They were all amazing 
because of her power of committing 
to the moment.”

In addition to her husband and 
children, Ms. Guichard-Ashbrook 
leaves a granddaughter; her par-
ents, who live in Medford, Ore.; and 

three sisters, Elisabeth Hiltabrand 
of Bloomington, Ill., Peg Watters of 
Phoenix, and Natalie Milby of Rock-
ford, Ill.

A private service was planned 
for last Saturday.

Brenda Cotter and RuthAnn 
Sherman, a couple who were 
friends and neighbors of Ms. 
Guichard-Ashbrook in Newton, be-
friended her when their children at-
tended school together.

From parties for children to 
gatherings for parents to costumes 
she wore, “the thing that most 
strikes me about Danielle is that she 
never did things by half-measures,” 
Cotter said.

“One thing will stay with me for 
the rest of my life,” she added. “Just 
a couple of weeks ago Danielle was 
very ill and really without a whole 
lot of energy. And kind out of the 
clear blue sky, she started singing 
‘Love Is a Rose,’ and she had a very 
beautiful singing voice. It was so 
striking.”

Moments when Ms. Guichard-
Ashbrook slipped from the literal 
into the lyrical were not uncom-
mon. When her daughter was 
young, sometimes she would awak-
en to sounds of a melody. “I could 
hear music,” Lauren recalled, “and 
if I crept downstairs, I could catch 
her dancing in the living room, just 
by herself.”

International Students Office director dies at 60
Danielle Guichard-Ashbrook made those from afar feel welcome, helped navigate law

‘She would just go 
out of her way to 
find ways of making 
them feel welcome.’

— Steven Lerman
Former MIT vice chancellor

Are you a font fiend? Do you like making presentations shine? 

The Production Department of The Tech might be just the place for you!

We’re looking for people to help us design infographics to highlight writers’ content!

E-mail join@tech.mit.edu

Guichard-Ashbrook, from Page 1
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CONGRATULATIONS
 Ashvin Bashyam

Medical Engineering & Medical Physics

Katherine Lawrence
Physics

Samuel Rodriques
Applied Physics & Astronomy

 Andrew Rzeznik
Applied Mathematics & 

Fluid Mechanics

Asmamaw Wassie
Biological Engineering

Learn more about the Hertz Foundation and Graduate Fellowships  www.HertzFoundation.org

The Fannie and John Hertz Foundation 
is pleased to recognize the 

2014 Hertz Graduate Fellowship Awards

 Ashvin Bashyam, Katherine Lawrence, Samuel Rodriques, 
Andrew Rzeznik, and Asmamaw Wassie

are 5 of 15 creative young innovators to receive the
Hertz Graduate Fellowship Award 

of up to $250,000
in the applied physical, biological and engineering sciences.

The Hertz Foundation would like to extend congratulations to
Massachusetts Institute of Technology 

for attracting these Hertz Fellows to the MIT graduate programs.
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Solution to Techdoku
from page 6

4 3 5 6 2 1
1 6 2 3 5 4
6 5 1 2 4 3
5 4 6 1 3 2
3 2 4 5 1 6
2 1 3 4 6 5

Solution to Sudoku
from page 6

5 2 9 8 6 3 1 7 4
8 3 1 7 2 4 9 6 5
4 7 6 9 5 1 2 8 3
2 1 5 4 8 9 6 3 7
7 4 3 5 1 6 8 2 9
9 6 8 2 3 7 5 4 1
3 8 2 1 4 5 7 9 6
6 5 7 3 9 2 4 1 8
1 9 4 6 7 8 3 5 2

Solution to Saturday
Stumper

from page 5

Solution to Out 
Like a Light

from page 6

SMBC, from Page 6

Some students say dormitory security is ‘broken’
On mailing lists, radio, and Facebook, concerned undergraduates articulate frustrations

Is YOUR team destined to win the playoffs/superbowl/world 
series/ultimate showdown of ultimate destiny this year?

Write for sports and tell us why!
join@tech.mit.edu

to Random Hall and East Campus 
discussion forums and other rel-
evant lists, Random Hall resident 
David Kaufman ’16 wrote, “Not all 
students are so accepting of sur-
prise parental visits. And I’m sure 
most of us think that parents of 
non-Randomites don’t have any 
business walking into the building 
unaccompanied.”

“Not all students are comfort-
able having their parents enter their 
living space,” added Samuel Duk-
hovni ’17 in the same email thread, 

the various branches of which had 
100 or more posts in total. “This 
could present serious risks to stu-
dent security in the case of abusive 
parents.”

The discussion about dorm se-
curity during Parents Weekend 
expanded to related issues, such 
as having security cameras posted 
around the entrances of residence 
halls as well as difficulties faced 
by residents trying to enter their 
dorms without their student ID.

Students also brought up con-
cerns about hired security guards 
replacing the student desk work-

ers that some preferred in smaller 
dorm communities.

Many of the issues discussed 
centered around East Campus and 
Random Hall, but the conversation 
also included problems faced by 
MacGregor and Next residents.

A Facebook group called “MIT 
Dorm Security Is Broken” was cre-
ated in September and has over 150 
members. According to the group’s 
description, it is meant to help MIT 
students share their experiences 
with dorm security, as well as dis-
cuss potential policies to address 
aspects of dorm security many stu-

dents dislike.
The creator of the Facebook 

group, Morris Alper ’16, said in an 
email to The Tech that he created the 
group because he felt that students 
from all dorms needed a forum to 
discuss improving dorm security. 
He added that the ongoing prob-
lems with dorm security are nothing 
new and that some students have 
not been able to access the Mac-
Gregor convenience store or have 
had to personally escort guests even 
if they were already on a guest list.

“I think it’s important for us to 
do this because as of yet the MIT 

administration has not been recep-
tive to our complaints, and I want 
to show them that we are more than 
a few isolated individuals and that 
we have real constructive advice to 
give,” Alper said in an email to The 
Tech.

Dorm security was also the sub-
ject of a WMBR segment Monday 
evening.

A separate mailing list, mit-
dormsec@mit.edu, was also created 
so that students could share their 
ideas about dorm security without 
adding to traffic on residence hall 
email lists.

Dorm security, from Page 1
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EXPLORING GLOBALPROSPERITY

NATHAN GAMESTER, 
PROGRAMME DIRECTOR, 

LEGATUM PROSPERITY INDEX

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 19TH 
5:30PM E51-395

IS NATIONAL SUCCESS BASED ON MORE THAN JUST WEALTH? 
THIS EVENT WILL EXPLORE THE DATA AND FINDINGS FROM THE 

2014 GLOBAL PROSPERITY INDEX.

FREE AND OPEN TO THE PUBLICL
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Events � Nov. 18 – Nov. 24 
Tuesday
(5:30 p.m. – 6:00 p.m.) Modern War Gardens: Paradise Lost, with 

photographer Lalage Snow, sponsored by the MIT Global France 
Seminar — 2-105

(7 p.m. – 8 p.m.) Innovations in Wind Energy Lecture Series: Cape 
Wind, presented by Cape Wind Communications Director Mark 
Rodgers, with pizza served — 3-333

Wednesday
(3:00 p.m – 4:30 p.m.) Life after the Postdoc: Research positions 

beyond the tenure track, sponsored by the Office of the Vice 
President for Research — 46-3002

(4 p.m. — 6 p.m.) 2014 Engineering Boutique Night for all levels of 
engineering students, sponsored by GECD, registration required 
— Sheraton Commander, 16 Garden Street

Thursday
(8 a.m. – 1 p.m.) Choose to Reuse (dropoff starting 8 a.m., pickup 

starting 11 a.m). — 32 first floor

(5 p.m. – 6 p.m.) MISTI-Russia Info Session — E40-496

Friday
(8 p.m. – 10 p.m.) MIT Sounding: Roomful of Teeth, tickets free with 

MIT ID on Eventbrite — W16 (Kresge auditorium) 

(8:00 p.m. – 10:30 p.m.) MIT American Indian Science and Engi-
neering Society shows Windtalkers, refreshments provided — 
4-237

Saturday
(7:00 p.m. – 8:30 p.m.) LSC shows 10 Things I Hate About You, 

tickets $4 in Lobby 16 — 26-100

(7 p.m. – 9 p.m.) MIT Brazilian Student Association and UA show 
Central Station, with traditional Brazilian food — 3-270

Sunday
(4 p.m. – 6 p.m.) Fidelio Trio — 14W-111 (Killian Hall)

Monday
(7 p.m. – 9 p.m.) Regenarratives, with speaker Gabriel Kahan — 

E15-070 (Bartos Theatre)

Send your campus events to events@tech.mit.edu.
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Distinguish Yourself
as a 
Burchard 
Scholar
Expand your intellectual and social horizons. 

Meet with other Burchards and MIT faculty each month 
for a delicious dinner and seminar on topics of the day.  
Sophomores and Juniors who have shown excellence in 
some aspect of the humanities, arts, or social sciences are 
encouraged to apply. Burchard Scholars can be majors in  
any department; no preference is given to HASS majors.

Apply at:
shass.mit.edu/burchard

Sophomores + Juniors—Apply by November 20, 2014 
great ideas change the world

SCHOOL OF HUMANITIES, ARTS, & SOCIAL SCIENCES

By Amy Fan
team representative

Over Veterans’ Day weekend, the 
MIT Ballroom Dance Team (MITBDT) 
again sent its dancers to the top of the 
finals at Brown University’s 20th An-
nual Ballroom Competition.

In addition to winning the Chris-
tina Cryan Newcomer Team Match 
for the eleventh year in the row, MIT-
BDT’s rookies dominated the finals in 
their second competition this season, 
taking the majority of the finalist spots.

Throughout the competition, 
Matthew L. Cavuto ’17 with Rachael 
Schwartz (Wellesley ’18) and Alexan-
der F. Padron ’18 with Amber T. Guo 
’18 vied for first place at the Newcom-
er level across all styles. Cavuto and 
Schwartz placed first in all Rhythm 
and Latin events, while Padron and 
Guo placed first across all Smooth and 
Standard events. Also of note, Ethan A. 
Bates G and Laura Jarin-Lipschitz ’16 
placed in finals across all Newcomer 

events.
Although the day began with 

Rhythm events, the bulk of the vet-
eran dancers did not compete until 
the Smooth and Standard events. At 
the Bronze level, Daniel R. Chen ’17 
and Casey R. Crownhart ’17 took first 
place across all events for both Smooth 
and Standard styles. Jacky Chen G and 
Francesca Y. Majluf ’17 finished close 
behind at second place. Vitaly Ab-
drashitov G and Amy S. Ishiguro ’16, 
and Corey A. Cleveland ’17 and Clio 
Flikkema (Wellesley ’17) placed across 
all Silver Smooth and Standard events, 
with Abdrashitov and Ishiguro tak-
ing first place in International Waltz/
Quickstep and Cleveland and Flik-
kema winning International Tango/
Foxtrot.

Although only a couple couples 
competed at the higher levels in Stan-
dard and Smooth, all dancers placed 
in the finals. Dilip J. Thekkoodan SM 
’14 and Amy C. Fan ’15 took home first 
place in all Smooth events for MIT-

BDT; Ross E. Finman G with partner Ji 
Shiyan, and Thekkoodan and Fan also 
took two of the five finalist spots in all 
Gold Standard events.

The highlight of the Standard and 
Smooth events came as Benjamin R. 
Moss PhD ’14 and Esther Rheinbay, 
beloved amateur coaches, took to the 
floor for the Open Standard events 
amongst the cheers of the entire team. 
Moss and Rheinbay won first place 
after performing a stunning Open 
five-dance.

Finally, the long day ended with 
MIT taking Latin events by storm. In 
addition to rookies taking six of the 
seven finalist places, MITBDT mem-
bers came out on top for all Silver and 
Gold events. Aaron Beal and Amy Yuan 
(Wellesley ’16) placed first in Silver, 
with MITBDT Captain Jorge Valdez G 
and partner Laura J. Perovich G, and 
Cleveland and Flikkema rounding out 
the top three. Finishing up the night, 
Brian R. Solomon G and Jessica Ber-
nier SM ’11 placed first in Gold Latin.

MIT eclipses tourney at Brown
Ballroom Dance team takes competition by storm

10 again. The result was the 
same as Justin R. Wallace ’15 
started the drive with a 13-
yard. Williams completed a 
key 20-yard pass on a 3rd and 
17 to Seve A. Esparrago ’16 to 
keep the drive alive and then 
capped it off with a 10-yard 
toss to Varady to make it 17-0.

MIT’s defense then struck 
on the third play of the next 
Coast Guard drive when 
Cameron L. Wagar ’15 inter-
cepted a pass from Derek Vic-
tory and returned it 36 yards 
for a score to put the Engi-
neers up 24-0 with 3:15 left in 
the half.

Coast Guard came to life 
in the second half, with Vic-
tory completing 14 of 23 at-
tempts in the third quarter for 
129 yards and one score. The 
Bears’ defense also stepped 
up, holding MIT to just 31 
yards in the third. Midway 
through the quarter Victory 
found Bryan Popp from three 
yards out to cap a 10-play, 
53-yard drive to put the first 
points of the evening on the 
board for the Bears.

Victory hit Collis Brown 
on a key 39-yard pass play 
late in the third that keyed 
another Coast Guard scor-
ing drive. This one took just 
1:25, and nine seconds into 
the fourth quarter Victory 
hit Gordy Holloway from 
12-yards out to make it 24-13.

MIT drove deep into 
Coast Guard territory mid-
way through the quarter to 
try and seal the win, but Wil-

liams was picked off by Mark 
Behne to stymie the attempt. 
MIT drove into scoring posi-
tion again, but this time was 
thwarted when Cheyne’s 42-
yard field goal attempt was 
blocked with four minutes 
left.

Coast Guard picked up a 
first down on its own 44 on 
the ensuing drive, but three 
plays later Anthony M. Em-
berley ’17 intercepted Victory 
at midfield and the Engineers 
were able to run out the clock 
and take home the victory.

Wallace finished with 135 
yards to lead the MIT ground 
game, while Williams com-
pleted 19 of 35 attempts for 
241 yards and the two scores. 
Esparrago led the receivers 
with 144 yards on nine catch-
es for MIT, which outgained 
Coast Guard by a 451-245 
margin. Victory completed 
21 of 44 for 173 yards and two 
scores, with Popp grabbing 
five passes and Brown four 
more for 66 yards.

Victor Rizzardi led all 
players with 12 tackles for 
Coast Guard. Wagar led MIT 
with eight stops and the in-
terception while breaking up 
another pass attempt.

MIT, which has also 
earned its first-ever bid to 
the NCAA Division III Foot-
ball Championship as NEFC 
champion, will learn where 
it falls in the playoff bracket 
tomorrow when the team 
gathers in Rockwell Cage on 
the MIT campus to watch 
the NCAA selection show at 
6 p.m.

momentum over the summer during 
a weekend training camp. Over 25 
MIT students, affiliates, and friends 
headed up to the beautiful trails of 
Vermont to train with their coach, 
also known as “Coach Psi”. New 
members were encouraged to attend 
this training weekend, in addition to 
a training clinic held on campus in 
September. From beginners to sea-
soned veterans, all learned new skills 
and techniques that served them 
well in the upcoming season.

One of the pinnacles of the sea-
son was another first in a long time 

for the team: hosting MIT’s very own 
mountain bike race weekend. Much 
is required to host a race, including 
building the race courses and ar-
ranging logistics to ensure that over 
300 collegiate racers from all over 
New England race safely and fairly, 
all while having fun. Thanks to the 
tremendous efforts of veteran mem-
bers Michael B. Eck ’15 and Luke C. 
Plummer ’14, the team was able to 
pull off a very successful weekend.

“My favorite weekend was defi-
nitely the race weekend we hosted, 
where the team came together to put 
on our first mountain bike race in at 
least six years,” said Eck. “It was really 

fun to hear rave reviews of the cours-
es, but it was even better to have 
the whole team of over 25 people 
crammed into a tiny house for two 
nights of great hanging out.”

Although the mountain biking 
season has ended, team members 
are already looking forward to next 
season. They hope to continue their 
streak of success, not only in winning 
trophies but also in spreading their 
love of mountain biking. As team 
member Jennifer L. Wilson G put it, 
“Mountain biking seems to be about 
big kids behaving like little kids. 
You’re out in the woods, getting dirty 
and being completely carefree.”

MIT wins NEFC
MIT will face Husson in first 
round of the NCAA playoffs

Team excited for next season
Mountain bike team hopes to continue successful run

Football, from Page 16

Biking, from Page 16
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Landon Carter—The Tech

Nikhil Punwaney ‘17 competes in Squash’s first match of the season against BU. 
He would go on to win in 3 games, while MIT won 8-1 overall.

By Phil Hess
Daper staff

In front of an enthusiastic 
home crowd on Senior Night, 
the MIT football team completed 
its historic regular season with a 
24-13 victory over the U.S. Coast 
Guard Academy on Saturday, Nov. 
16 in a New England Football Con-
ference (NEFC) contest. The win 
gave the Engineers the first, nine-
game, undefeated regular season 
in school history. MIT scored all 
24 points in the first half, includ-
ing a pair of touchdown passes 
from senior Peter J. Williams ’15 to 
Nathan H. Varady ’16.

MIT (9-0, 7-0 NEFC) took the 
opening kickoff and drove down 
the field, getting a first and goal on 
the Coast Guard 10-yard line. But 
a pair of incomplete passes stalled 
the drive and the Engineers set-
tled for a 24-yard field goal from 

Tucker T. Cheyne ’17.
That proved to be all the scor-

ing in the first quarter. MIT’s de-
fense held Coast Guard (3-7, 2-5 
NEFC) in check the entire first 
half, allowing the Bears just 25 
yards of offense and just one first 
down. After Coast Guard’s second 
stalled drive of the game, Tyler 
Henning’s punt pinned MIT back 
on its own six with less than five 
minutes left in the quarter. The 
Engineers picked up a first down 
in just two plays and marched 
steadily down the field, eventu-
ally scoring on a 13-yard Williams 
to Varady play at the 13:12 mark 
of the second quarter that com-
pleted a 17-play, 94-yard drive that 
consumed 6:46.

After holding Coast Guard on 
its next drive, MIT’s offense went 
back to work from inside its own 

2

daniel mirny—The Tech

Division III soccer tournament second round1

Alexander C. Bost—The Tech

1.	 Ambika Krishnamachar ’17 races after the ball during the first round of the National Col-
legiate Athletic Association Division Women’s Soccer Tournament, against Colby-Sawyer 
college. MIT won 3-1.

2.	 Elena A. Gianotas ’15 dribbles the ball upfield during MIT’s game against Roger Williams 
University during the National Collegiate Athletic Association Division III Women’s Soccer Tour-
nament second round. MIT lost 1-0 in double overtime.

Upcoming Home Events
Tuesday, November 18

Squash vs. Tufts University� 7 p.m., Zesiger Center

Football team earns 
historic 9–0 record
MIT rolls past Coast Guard 24-13By Souparno Ghosh

sports writer

The Barclays ATP World Tour 
Finals in London came to anti-
climactic end as World No. 2 
and six-time champion Roger 
Federer had to pull out of the fi-
nal, as he wasn’t match-fit, giving 
Djokovic his third consecutive 
ATP Finals title.

Having shared a staggering 
9 out of the last 11 ATP Finals 
title between them, Djokovic 
and Federer (ranked No. 1 and 
2 in the world currently) seemed 
destined for another historic 
final since the start of tourna-
ment. Djokovic breezed through 
the round-robin stage winning 
all three games in straight sets 
including a 6-3 6-0 over reign-
ing Australian Open Champion 
Stanislas Wawrinka. Federer was 
equally dominant in his group, 
progressing to the semi-finals 
without dropping a set, including 

a 6-0 6-1 walloping of local hero 
Andy Murray.

The semi-finals proved to be 
sterner tests for both stalwarts. 
After coasting through the first 
set, Djokovic was clearly unset-
tled by the crowd in the second 
allowing Japanese sensation 
and US Open runner-up Kei Ni-
shikori to force a decider. How-
ever, Djokovic settled down to 
claim the final set 6-0 and clinch 
a place in the final for the third 
year running.

Federer had to survive four 
match points against fellow 
Swiss compatriot Stanislas Waw-
rinka before clinching a 4-6 7-5 
7-6 (8/6) victory in a match that 
lasted almost three hours. Waw-
rinka served for the set in the 
decider and blew chances in the 
tie-breaker in the third-set before 
Federer closed out the match 
to set up a mouth-watering tie 
against Djokovic.

With Federer having edged 

Djokovic 3-2 in meetings this 
year and Djokovic having 
clinched the World No. 1 and the 
Wimbledon title in an epic five-
setter against the Swiss, the script 
could not have been better writ-
ten as the magnificent O2 Arena 
in London got set to host its sixth 
straight final, only to meet a most 
unfortunate end with Federer 
personally addressing the ex-
pectant crowd explaining how 
despite the best efforts including 
painkillers, rest and training, he 
was unable to get match fit.

Over in the men’s doubles 
section the Bryan brothers 
maintained their dominance, 
securing their fourth consecu-
tive championship at the season-
ending finale. In a year in which 
they clinched a record 100th title 
by winning the US Open, Bob 
and Mike Bryan had to come-
back from a set down against 
Ivan Dodig and Marcelo Melo to 
clinch the title 6-7(5/7) 6-2 10-7.

Djokovic wins ATP Finals
No. 2 Roger Federer forced to pull out, gifting 
No. 1 Djokovic the title in anticlimactic finish

By Beth Hadley
team representative

This fall, at the yearly Eastern Col-
legiate Cycling Conference Regional 
Championships, the MIT Mountain 
Bike team won the Division II Team 
Omnium trophy. The Team Omnium 
award is earned by winning the most 
points overall and demonstrates the 
combined strength of all members on 
the team. While the MIT Cycling Team 
has a long history of winning team 
omniums in each of the other three cy-
cling disciplines (road, cyclocross, and 
track), this fall the team made history 
by winning in its traditionally weakest 
discipline — mountain biking

“Our team philosophy purports to 
the fact that we strive to have fun, learn, 
engage in physical activity and enjoy 
life while riding our mountain bikes,” 
said Coach Constantine Psimopoulos. 
“If the outcome of this joyful behavior 
and activity happens to be winning 1st 
place in the Collegiate Team Omnium 
Eastern Conference, then that is even 
better!”

This philosophy of having fun while 
still pushing limits is what makes the 
MIT Mountain Bike team so attrac-

tive to a variety of people. This year 
the team achieved their team goal of 
doubling in size; of the 21 students who 
raced this season, 67 percent had nev-
er raced mountain bikes before, and 
many didn’t own bikes of their own — 
nearly half rented from the MIT Outing 
Club.

As new member Dirk G. Stahlecker 
’16 said, “I felt welcome even though I’d 
never done anything like this before, 
and everyone was so encouraging. It 
felt like a great community of passion-
ate people doing something they love!

The mountain bike team might be 
one of MIT’s hidden gems, but to its 
20-plus members, it is more like a life-
style. During six weekends this fall, the 
team embarked on cycling adventures 
to remote locations of New England to 
race in the Eastern Collegiate Cycling 
Conference.

“I love endurance sports of all types, 
but I particularly enjoy mountain bik-
ing because it combines elements of 
cardiovascular fitness with technical 
bike-handling,” said Zeb Hanley G, a 
racer for over 6 years.

The season began with tremendous 

MIT ends terrific season
Mountain bike team demonstrates strength 
by winning Division II Team Omnium trophy

Football, Page 15

Biking, Page 15


